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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">of this House, and of the rights of my constitu- <BR>ents.\" This was the beginning of the duel between<BR>the \"old man eloquent\" and a determined major- <BR>ity in the House of Representatives. Adams de- <BR>veloped undreamed-of resources as a debater and<BR>parliamentarian. He made it his special business<BR>to break down the barrier against the right of peti- <BR>tion. Abolitionists cooperated with zeal in the<BR>effort. Their champion was abundantly supplied<BR>with petitions. The gag resolution was designed<BR>to prevent all debate on the subject of slavery. Its<BR>effect in the hands of the shrewd parliamentarian<BR>was to foment debate. On one occasion, with great<BR>apparent innocence, after presenting the usual abo- <BR>lition petitions, Adams called the attention of the<BR>Speaker to one which purported to be signed by<BR>twenty-two slaves and asked whether such a peti- <BR>tion should be presented to the House, since he was<BR>himself in doubt as to the rules applicable in such a<BR>case. This led to a furious outbreak in the House<BR>which lasted for three days. Adams was threat- <BR>ened with censure at the bar of the House, with<BR>expulsion, with the grand jury, with the peniten- <BR>tiary; and it is believed that only his great age and<BR>national repute shielded him from personal violence.<BR>After numerous passionate speeches had been</FONT><BR>\
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